THE FIRST BOARD .

Steele,

MAY I, 1952

.. Judge John A. Shidler, now president of the board, administers the
oath of office to Torrance’s first board of education in 1947, Taking the oath (left to right)
are Dr. Howard A, Wood, Mrs. Evelyn lﬂrr, George P, Thatcher, Mrs. Grace Wright an(l Carl

Development

like a weed.

the shaggy dog treatment it wa

of Local

School System Noted

The Torrance school system, like its 6300 pupils, is growing

It was just a little over five years ago that parents of the
present Torrance School District, dissatisfied and unhappy about

s recelving from the Los Angeles

U. S. Steel Show Wins
Radio '0scars’ Again

.

For. thé third consecutive year
United . States Steel's full-hour
dramatic program, ‘The Theatre
Gmld On the Air,” hag won the

System, broke away and- formed¥
their own district
There ‘were rcasons for Tor-
rance parents objecting to the
“gstep-child” treatment given local
schools, Torrance High School
was regarded by some as a prov-|
ing ground for new and inex-
perienced teachers and an island
of exile for te: s who were
“bad boys and girls.” The paint
on the walls was as old as Some|.
of the students in the senior|
class. The floors buckled and
the plumbing leaked. *
Determined to do something
for their children, a group of
Torrance parents launcheéd a
campaign to break away from
the L. A. System to form The
Torrance School District.

Safety Campaign
Bearing Fruit
In Gity Court

The city’'s campaign to cut
down the toll of traffic acci-
dents on Highway 101 in' the
Beaside Ranchos area .is begin-
ning to show up in City Judge
Otto B, Willett’s court.

During the past -two  weeks,
the police department has waged
& concerted campaign in the
area to slow down the traffic
past the approaches to Seaside
Ranchos and Hollywood Riviera.

Requests to the State to put
traffic control: signals in the
.area—scene of several fatal ac-
cidents—have brought only the
‘posting of a , 45-mile-per-hour
speed limit' through the area.

Evidence of the campaign was
apparent. in Judge Willett’s court

Commission.

quest cannot: be
much’ as. thé 1952.-53 budget of,
the -City Recreation and Park
Department must be less than
that for the current fiscal ycar,
and no capital . improvements
may be included ' therein,

Petitions signed by several
thousand Harbor ‘esidents call
ing for city and' county action
to improve the slough area
were presented last week. In
addition, Councilman John 8. Gib-
son introduced a resolution ask-
ing that Los Angeles City put
$100,000 into financing of the

granted inas-¥
mission staled that it would
look with favor on the construc-
cowrse m the
portion of the slough under its
control when another project is
completed and vital
needed for construction are “un-
frozen” by the government.

Youth Group Meeting
Planned for Tomorrow

Organizational ' meeting of a

City Vetoes Petition
For Slough Aid Fund

Requests for a golf course in the Bixby Slough area. to
gerve all of the Harbor communities were turned down Thurs:
day ' afternoon. by the Los Angeles City Recreation and Park

Petitioners were informed by the (l«-p’xltment that the re-

This' spearheading organiza-
tion : was called the “Charter
Committee,”” From it the voters
of our town elected five mem-
|bers to serve as the first Board
of Education, Handed the tre.|
'Imenduous task of building a
school system were Dr, Howard
A, Wood, Mrs, Grace Wright,
Carl D. Steele, Mrs. Evelyn Carr,
and George P. Thatcher. Two
of those original members, Mrs.
Wright, and ' Steele "are still
serving. !
The three other members of

tion of a. 9-hole

materials

the present five-man board are
Judge John A. Shidler, president,
Dr, Rollin Smith and William H,
Tolson,
When both the elementary
schools and the high school
came under local jurisdiction
the district became known as
the Torrance Unified School

District.

When the first Board of Edu-
cation 'was elected on March 18,
1947 they took
what they had to work with,
Four school buildings,
Fifty-two teachers.

inventory of]|

trict employees. By doing our
own work the Board saves the
“profits" that would go to an
outside company.

A large complete district li-
brary distributes hundreds of
books every day—collecting. oth-
er books that are not in use and
redistributes them to other stu-
dents, Fewer books of any one
issue are needed. A greater
choice is possible and a reduced
library budget is the result.
Other accomplishments, sel-
dom heard about but as impor-
tant. to a. school district as a
signature on a check, arc these:
Such  things have been deve-
loped as a teach r’s handbool,
an administrative policy. hand.
book and a new reporting 8y8-
tom {c parents.

Hurdreds f' carpenters, a
fine climate, aud lots of. land
huve given thw Torrance Sys.
tem u lot of keadaches and
have: been responsible for
much criticlsm and attacks on
the varlous boards 'of educa-
tion 'which have served this
town without pay or compen-
sation,

About the time the Board
would finish a new school and
think they would have a mo-
ment to lean back to look at
it for a moment, “bang,” would
go the first blow of a carpen-
ter's hammer on the first nail
in a new tract of homes. The
carpenters, with only a few sim-
pie rules to abide by, could
build and will continue to build
houses faster than schools.
Back in 1947 Torrance was a

open spaces and only 14,000 peo:
ple. Today, only five years later,

small - town with lots of wide
"|keep another eye on future

we have more than doubled our
population, Now we have 32,000

lemy of Radio and Televi-
sion Arts and Sciences famed
“Michael” award for meritdrious
achlevement in radio.

The plOHli\le weekly reports
to the nation on U, 8. Steel's
activities, which ' are delivered
by George Hicks, also received
a “Michael” award; as the !best
commercial presentation” in .ra-
dio.

fine-priht sleuths discovered gold
in the form of federal aid for,
distressed . school districts. Be-
cause this area is engaged in
considerable defense work the
government allowed the local
school district $152,000 to help
educate the children of local de-
fense workers. The money had
to be asked for, requested—it
was not sent to the district out
of the goodness of the heart of
Washington. An application for
an additiopal grant has beon
sent to the capital,

There s an Indication that
through the efforts of the Tor-
rance Board and district: offi-
clals your schools may receive
as much as $2,000,000 in fed-
eral ald next year.

First of the contemplated pro-
jects to be started with the fed-
eral money is another elemen-
tary school — the Howard A.
Wood, named in honor of the|
first board president. It will be
erected near 235th St. and Ar-
lington' Ave,, thus taking some
of the load from the over-bur-
dened Torrance, Elementary
School.

With one eye on a seemingly
ever-increasing population, the
Torrance system has had to

needs,
Knowing that present schools.
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Liquid lanolin compound that
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O’Keefe & Merritt

AS LOW AS

IN OUR STORE

1 6 9 For Model 499

THE FRIENDL

14

FURNITURE STORES

low buses.

where cabinets and® “built-in’

units to maintain nine big yel
There is a carpenter shop

furniture is constructed by dis-

for $8,000,000.

Long ago the district officials
found it paid to read the “fine
"|print,” Last year Dr, J. H. Hull,
'superintendent of schools and his|

none of us knew how fast the
growth would take place, nor do
we know how big the tremendous
task is that we have ahead of
us.”
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| Verburg I

NOW 2 LOCATION

airy

TO SERVE
YOU—

|

l RECLINING CHAIR

/ PHOTO SPECIAL?

Photo developing and printing prices are slashed at
McCown's. First quality professional work, Your
, satisfaction guaranteed. )

20 Exposure, 85¢ 36 Exposure, $1.33

i 35 Millimeter, Black and White Roll

CANVAS FOLDING

For Beach or Lawn
Heavy canvas chair for sun:
ning, Lightweight to carry;
folds easily , . , McCown's
low price,

 OmmMiam {147 per Gallon|:-- 39 "
GAS RANGE on MILK 15

18158 S, Crenshaw
Phone Menlo 4-3331

2003 W. 174th St.
Phone Menlo 4-1091

1306 Sartori Ave. — Torrance — Phone 2811




